
 
 
 
Youth Fiction (J) 
Cooper, Susan.  Ghost Hawk. 
At the end of a winter-long journey into manhood, Little Hawk returns to find his village decimated by a white man's plague and 
soon, despite a fresh start, Little Hawk dies violently but his spirit remains trapped, seeing how his world changes.  (SLJ Grades 6-9) 

 
Edge, Christopher.  Twelve Minutes to Midnight. 
Thirteen-year-old Penelope, the secret author of macabre tales in "The Penny Dreadful," Victorian London's bestselling magazine, 
investigates the mystery of a strange phenomenon occurring in the local insane asylum.  (Kirkus Grades 5-8) 

 
Harrington, Karen.  Sure Signs of Crazy. 
Twelve-year-old Sarah writes letters to her hero, To Kill a Mockingbird's Atticus Finch, for help understanding her mentally ill 
mother, her first real crush, and life in her small Texas town, all in the course of one momentous summer.  (SLJ Grades 6-9) 

 
Hays, Tommy.  What I Came to Tell You. 
A boy finds solace in his art and community after his mother dies and his father retreats into himself.  (SLJ Grades 5-8) 

  
Jensen, Marion.  Almost Super. 
Two brothers in a family of superheroes are forced to reexamine everything they knew about being super when the powers they 
receive are total duds and their enemy is revealed to be just like they are.  (SLJ Grades 4-6) 
 

Korman, Gordon.  The Hypnotists. 
Twelve-year-old Jackson Opus is descended from two powerful hypnotist bloodlines, but he has just begun to realize that he can 
control other peoples' actions with sometimes frightening results--especially when the head of the Sentia Institute plans to use 
Jackson for his own benefit.  (SLJ Grades 5-8) 

 
Mikaelsen, Ben.  Jungle of Bones. 
When Dylan is caught joyriding in a stolen car, he is sent to his uncle for the summer, but soon they are on the way to Papua New 
Guinea in search of a World War II fighter plane.  (SLJ Grades 5-8) 
 
Ringwald, Whitaker.  The Secret Box. 
On her twelfth birthday, Jax Malone receives an odd, unopenable present from an estranged aunt. When Jax and her cousins Ethan 
and Tyler go on a quest to open the box, they uncover a mystery with magical consequences.  (SLJ Grades 5-8) 
 

Standiford, Natalie.  Switched at Birthday. 
Lavender sees herself as the miserable but tough outsider at school, while Scarlet knows she is talented and popular, but insecure on  
the inside--then, on their mutual 13th birthday, they wake up in each other's bodies and are forced to learn what it means to walk in 
someone else's shoes.  (SLJ Grades 5-7) 
 

Stroud, Jonathan.  The Screaming Staircase. 
Follows three young operatives of a Psychic Detection Agency as they battle an epidemic of ghosts in London.  (SLJ Grades 6-9) 

 
Timberlake, Amy.  One Came Home. 
In 1871 Wisconsin, Georgia sets out to find her sister Agatha, presumed dead when remains are found wearing the dress she was 
last seen in, and before the end of the year gains fame as a sharpshooter and foiler of counterfeiters.  (SLJ Grades 5-8) 
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Young Adult Fiction (Y) 
Eulberg, Elizabeth.  Better Off Friends. 
Macallan and Levi are best friends from the first day they meet in seventh grade, but over the years their close friendship keeps 
interfering with their dating life because everyone else regards them as a couple.  (SLJ Grades 6-10) 
 

Evans, Richard Paul.  The Prisoner of Cell 25. 
To everyone at Meridian High School, fourteen-year-old Michael Vey is nothing special, just the kid who has Tourette's syndrome. 
But in truth, Michael is extremely special--he has electric powers.  (SLJ Grades 5-9) 
 

Gantos, Jack.  From Norvelt to Nowhere. 
After an explosion, a new crime by an old murderer, and the sad passing of the founder of Norvelt, Pennsylvania, twelve-year-old 
Jack accompanies his slightly mental elderly mentor, Miss Volker, on a cross-country run as she pursues the oddest of outlaws. 
(SLJ Grades 5-8) 
 

Schreiber, Joe.  Lenny Cyrus, School Virus. 
Told from three viewpoints, 13- year-old scientific genius Lenny Cyrus shrinks himself and, helped by his best friend Harlan, enters 
the body of Zooey, the girl he has loved since third grade, hoping to physically change her mind about him on the very day her play 
opens.  (SLJ Grades 6-8) 
 

Chapter Book Series (J) 
Mellom, Robin.  Student Council Smackdown! (The Classroom #2) 
Chronicles the race for seventh-grade class president at Westside Middle School as suddenly-popular documentary-film subject 
Trevor Jones faces his best friend Libby Gardner and Cindy Applegate, the official school gossip. (SLJ Grades 5-7) 
 

Chapter Book Series (Y) 
Weber, David.  A Beautiful Friendship. (Star Kingdom #1) 
Stephanie Harrington, a genetically-enhanced girl on the pioneer planet of Sphinx, bonds with a treecat, a telepathic and fully 
sentient animal, putting her in danger from highly placed enemies who want to ensure that the planet remains entirely in human 
hands. (SLJ Grades 6-9) 
 

Graphic Novel (Y)  
Ando, Yuma.  Sherlock Bones. 
When Takeru adopts his new pet, he's in for a surprise--the dog is none other than the reincarnation of Sherlock Holmes, the famous 
detective. What's more, this "Sherdog" has decided that Takeru is the reincarnation of his long-time assistant, Dr. Watson. 
(rated Grades 7-Up)   
 

Card, Orson Scott.  Laddertop. 
25 years ago, the alien Givers came to Earth. They gave the human race the greatest technology ever seen -- four giant towers 
known as Ladders that rise 36,000 miles into space and culminate in space stations that power the entire planet. Then, for reasons 
unknown, the Givers disappeared (SLJ Grades 5-Up) 
 

Non-Fiction 
Huey, Lois Miner.   Ick! Yuck! Eew! Our Gross American History. 
In history class, you've studied people who lived long ago.  But do you know just how gross daily life was in the United States around  

the time of the American Revolution?  People rarely bathed and they didn't wash most of their clothes regularly.  (j 973 Hu) 
 

McLachlan, Brian.  Draw Out the Story: Ten Secrets to Creating Your Own Comic. 
Offers advice for effective storytelling in comic book format, covering such topics as color, pacing, visually representing ideas, and 

other techniques for short gag strips as well as graphic novels and other more involved storylines.  (j 741.51 Ma) 
 

National Geographic.  125 True Stories of Amazing Pets. 
Presents the stories of remarkable animal companions, including unlikely animal friends, animal heroes, amazing animal tricks, and 

wacky animal antics.  (j 636.088 On) 


