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What is the Central Library Consortium?

The Central Library Consortium (CLC) is a group of libraries in central Ohio that share resources. Founded in 
1988 with four libraries, the CLC will have 14 members in April 2014 and will provide patrons access to more than 
4 million items.   

The 14 members include:

Plain City Public Library

Southwest Public Libraries

Upper Arlington Public Library

Wagnalls Memorial Public Library

Worthington Public Libraries

Alexandria Public Library

Bexley Public Library

Columbus Metropolitan Libraries

Fairfield County District Library

Grandview Heights Public Library

Is the UAPL now merged with other library systems?

No. The UAPL will continue to serve as an independent community library but will be able to provide easy and 
convenient access to materials that are not owned by our library through a shared catalog and cooperative lend-
ing agreements between central Ohio libraries.

The UAPL will still purchase the materials you want, but access to the broad collection of the CLC will allow the 
library to focus on items that have the greatest demand by our community.

You must still use your UAPL card to check out materials and use our services. While patrons will be searching a 
shared catalog, patron data will not be shared among libraries so there is not a single library card for the CLC.

Why is the UAPL joining the CLC?

Joining the CLC will give our patrons access to more than four million items, which is ten times the size of our cur-
rent library collection. The new catalog system provides a streamlined search experience and robust functionality 
that will be valuable to our patrons.

In addition, the UAPL has been in the process of evaluating significant expenditures required to maintain the 
hardware and software for our current catalog system and this was an opportunity to consider a change. The new 
catalog offers improved functions and efficiencies. By sharing materials and reducing common expenses, joining 
the CLC will allow the UAPL to maximize its resources.  

London Public Library

Marysville Public Library

Pickaway County District               
Public Library

Pickerington Public Library

UAPL and Central Library Consortium Fact Sheet



What are the benefits of joining the CLC?

•	 Access to more than  4 million items

•	 New online catalog that is easy to use with improved account and search functionality

•	 Online fine payment

•	 You can request that items from other library systems be delivered to UAPL for you to pick up and return.

•	 You can return items checked out from UAPL at any CLC member library.

What are some of the improved functions of the new catalog system?

•	 Patron History If you can’t remember the title of a book that you checked out and want to read more by 
that author, you can check your patron history to find the title.

•	 Saved Searches If you have a search that you frequently do (e.g. searching for all titles by a particular au-
thor, looking for new books on a particular research topic, etc.), you can save the search and save the steps 
of setting up the search parameters each time.

•	 Simplified Searching As you type, the catalog will automatically suggest words. If you can’t remember 
how to spell an author’s name or the title of a book, the catalog will provide a list of suggestions automati-
cally to make your searching easier.

•	 Simplified Item Status Items will display as simply “in” or “out” so that you can immediately see whether 
or not something is available. It’s quick and easy to place an item on hold if the item you are looking for is 
either out or available at another location and you want it to be delivered to your UAPL branch of choice.

•	 Integrated Book Suggestion Tools The NoveList premium database is integrated with the new catalog 
and you can easily see books that are similar to ones that you are looking at in the catalog to help you dis-
cover new books and authors similar to the ones you like.

•	 Improved Mobile Catalog Our library app will work even better with the new system.

•	 Online Fine Payment via credit card.

Will I be able to check items out for the same length of time as I currently do?

Yes, our loan periods and fines will apply to items from other libraries the same way that they apply to items that 
we own.

Will I have to wait longer to get items on hold?

No. UAPL patrons will have priority when placing holds on UAPL items. If you place a hold on one of our items and 
there are already patrons from other systems waiting for the item, you will be moved ahead of them in the hold 
queue. Since we will be sharing our collection with CLC member libraries, you should make sure to get on the 
holds list for items that you want.



When will this service and new features be available?

The new shared catalog with all of its functions and the cooperative lending will be available to you starting on 
April 9, 2014. However, we are currently in the process of preparing for this transition.

There will be a short period during the transition where we will have limited access to our catalog and patron 
information. Some services will not be available from April 3 at 9:00 p.m, until April 9, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. A 
detailed list of what we can and cannot do is listed below.

•	 The catalog will not be available. Staff will have access to limited information to find shelf location informa-
tion, but will not be able to check item status.

•	 You may check out materials but MUST bring your library card with you because we will not have access to 
patron data. If you’ve lost your card, free replacement is available through April 3.

•	 Items cannot be checked in.

•	 Items cannot be renewed. 

•	 Item holds cannot be placed. 

•	 Hold items will not become available during this time.

•	 Fines cannot be paid.  

•	 We cannot create new patron cards or replacement library cards during this time.

•	 We cannot put together teacher collections.

•	 Expiration dates for materials checked out will be adjusted so that items do not become due during that 
window of time (you may have an extended checkout period for your materials). Because we will not be 
able to check in items during our down time, we encourage you to keep your items even if you are finished 
with them rather than returning them before their due date.

•	 Patron computers, Wi-Fi, databases, website and digital services such as Hoopla, Zinio, Freegal, and Digital 
Downloads will remain available as usual. Additionally, online program registration and online meeting 
room reservations will still be available.

Please note that these limitations will apply to all member libraries of the CLC during this time.

For more information, please speak to a member of our staff.


