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Welcome to UA Library Minute!

There is so much to show and tell about your library, and we know your time is 
precious. This occasional series will provide brief glimpses into different areas of 

the Library, including our collection and other resources, buildings, technology, staff 
and volunteers, services, partnerships and finances. We hope it will answer some 
questions you may have, and perhaps prompt you to learn even more.
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We kick off this series with a look at the Library system’s history and 
governance.

HISTORY
The Upper Arlington Public 
Library was established 
as an independent public 
library system on Decem-
ber 11, 1967. Formerly part 
of the Grandview Public 
Library System, by 1962 the 
circulation of the Tremont 
Library surpassed that of 
the Grandview Library. As 
the City of Upper Arlington 
continued to grow to the 
north, attracting more and 
more citizens to whom a 
good library was import-
ant. City officials sought 
to have more influence on 
the libraries within the City 
boundaries. Eventually, in 
1967 Ohio House Bill 494 
was passed by the Ohio 
General Assembly. This 

allowed for the creation of an 
independent municipal library 
system in Upper Arlington.

Since its establishment as an 
independent library district, 
the Library has had three 
branches. The Miller Park Li-
brary has been a library since 
1941 in a building formerly 
used as a leasing office and 
the municipal building. The 
building was renovated and 
expanded multiple times, 
most recently in 2007 with 
4,400 square feet of library 
space. The Main Library was 
originally housed in the Trem-
ont Shopping center in 1952 
and was moved to its current 
location in 1959. Also renovat-
ed and expanded a number 
of times, the system’s Main 
Library has occupied 60,000 

square feet on two floors 
since 1987. Finally, the Lane 
Road Library with 10,000 
square feet was opened in 
1975 to serve residents in 
the north of the City. The 
library in the Lane Ave-
nue Shopping center was 
closed at that time.

On April 9th, 2014, the 
Library joined the Central 
Library Consortium (CLC). 
This increased the number 
of materials that patrons 
can search, see and re-
serve through our catalog 
by tenfold. The fourteen 
library systems in the Con-
sortium share resources 
but maintain local control 
over their libraries allowing 
each to cater materials and 
services to their citizens.

Libraries store 
the energy 
that fuels the 
imagination. 
They open up 
windows to 
the world and 
inspire us to 
explore and 
achieve, and 
contribute to 
improving our 
quality of life.

 —Sidney Sheldon
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Board of 
Trustees
The Upper Arlington Public Library is gov-

erned by a seven-member Board of Trust-
ees appointed by the City Council of Upper 
Arlington and is comprised of residents of 
Upper Arlington. Board members volunteer 
for a four-year term and are not compensat-
ed for their service.

The duties of the Board include establishing 
policy, adopting resolutions, overseeing and 
approving fiscal and operational manage-
ment, and purchasing and/or entering into 
contracts related to leasing and construc-
tion.

The Board meets monthly on the third 
Tuesday at 5 p.m. at the Main Library, 2800 
Tremont Road. Agenda notices and minutes 
are available at https://www.ualibrary.org/
pages/board-trustees. All meetings are open 
to the public.

In addition to the full Board meetings, 
currently there are two regular committees 
that meet in advance of the Board meetings 
to cover topics in more depth. The Finance 
Committee reviews the monthly financial 
statements and works with the Fiscal Officer 
and Library Director on financial matters for 
the Library. “The job of the Finance Com-
mittee is to make sure the Library has the 
resources to meet the needs of our patrons, 
and that these resources are used proper-
ly and efficiently,” said Board Member Bill 

Shkurti, who is the former chief financial 
officer of the Ohio State University and 
former director of the budget office for 
the State of Ohio. “This means we not only 
focus on the current annual budget, but 
look ahead to anticipate changes in the en-
vironment that will affect Library finances 
and services in the future.”

The Operations/Development Committee 
oversees the day to day operating policies 
of the Library, maintains a number of long 
term building and technology plans and 
advises Library staff on fundraising activ-
ities. Prior planning allowed the Library to 
complete $2.5 million in Energy Conser-
vation Projects in 2014. Lighting improve-
ments across our system of three branch-
es and an almost total replacement of the 
heating, ventilation and air conditioning 
system at our Main Library on Tremont 
Road were completed without the Library 
needing to take out a loan or ask residents 
for a bond levy. The original guarantee was 
that the Library system would save almost 
$40,000 in the first year after installation.  
These projects actually saved the Library 
$68,512 in the first year of operation.

LIBRARY DIRECTOR
The Trustees delegate the daily administration of the Library system to the Library Direc-
tor and Administration Staff.  Current director Chris Taylor came to the Upper Arlington 
Public Library in 2012 after 24 years at the Columbus Metropolitan Library including her 
last position as Chief Operating Officer.  As the system’s fourth director, she seeks to con-
tinue the Library’s history of excellence while streamlining operations and identifying new 
revenue streams while maintaining the Library’s buildings and introducing new materials 
and services desired by the Upper Arlington community.
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branches and a 
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heating, ventilation and 
air conditioning system 
at our Main Library on 
Tremont Road were 
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residents for a bond levy. 
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Chris Taylor is the UAPL’s 
fourth director


